Doors open at 6:00
Meeting starts at 7:00
Third Wednesday of each
month
Marshall Memorial United
Church
20 Gilbert Ave, Ancaster

Good Day to all,

Ancaster Quilter’s Guild
Web page: www.ancasterqilters.com/home
Email : aqgmembers@outlook.com
June 2020

President’s Message

Again, I had hoped that by early this month I might be able to give our members some better news; but
due to the ongoing Covid 19 crisis it is necessary to cancel our monthly meeting for June.
Your guild executive “met” virtually via Zoom recently, and it was nice to be able to talk and interact with
someone other than my usual residential partner (my hubby), and it was VERY clear that the social
interaction of an “in person” meeting is very much missed. As much as I felt early on we could all use a
bit of isolation to gain control of our UFOs, stashes, diet/exercise program, housecleaning...whatever;
the key thing is COMMUNITY, and I speak I’m sure, not just for myself; we ALL need it, and we ALL
miss it!!!
Even in that small group there was some pent up desire to get going again, and get into the fabric
stores for some much needed/desired supplies, but there are rules to follow, so please be considerate
as you get out and about. Most of our advertisers have now, or will be reopening soon for business,
check our newsletter as Sue has included those changes on the website and in the newsletter as they
have become available.
Obviously after 3 months of this social distancing “thing”, we could all use a break, and that will
hopefully come sooner rather than later. I urge you all to look after your family/extended family, and
neighbours as you are able in a responsible way, and spare a few good deeds/actions for those you
meet in the grocery, pharmacy, or just on the street, it costs nothing and is an uplifting and welcome
addition to someone’s day...we are truly “all in this together”!
I have been blessed to be able to Facetime or text my son, daughter, grand kids, and sister, plus friends
on a more or less regular basis; until recently, Jack, and I, and my dog Jinx, were out daily throughout
the fall, winter and spring on trail walks getting to know our new neighbourhood and have watched the
spring unfold, and it has been a truly wonderful experience to watch for the tiny daily changes in our
neck of the woods...sadly after 14 years, Jinx went over the Rainbow Bridge two weeks ago after being
my constant companion on our daily walks and my shadow in the studio...”walkies” are not quite the
same somehow...but still good for clearing out the cobwebs of isolation.
I hope for better news for the fall, but we need to be mindful that we are subject to many rules imposed
not by choice, but by the necessity to keep not only ourselves safe, but those around us...take care of
yourselves and have a wonderful and safe, albeit different kind of summer...and keep on sewing!

Alison, President

Organizing Your Creative Space nationalsewingcircle.com
1. Set a Timer
Psychologists agree that the best way to beat procrastination
is to just do it. Set a timer for 15 minutes and get going.
When the timer rings, you have permission to quit. If you don’t
want to stop, keep working. Even if you only do 15 minutes
per day, you will be amazed at how much you will accomplish
in just a week!
2. Care for Your Sewing Machine
Before you dive in, give your machines a little TLC by sending
them to the dealer for preventative maintenance. Ideally, this
should be done annually.
3. Make a Plan
Next, take a few minutes to envision how you’d like your
studio to function. How do you work best? Come up with a
plan based on your end goal, and then break it down into
smaller steps. Make a checklist for yourself to help stay on
task. Additionally, checking each item off your list will keep
you motivated.
4. Begin the Purge
Be ruthless! If you have duplicate tools or tools you don’t use,
keep only what you need. Go through your fabric and
patterns. If something doesn’t make your heart sing or is
outdated, let it go. And don’t forget all of those unfinished
projects. There is no shame in not finishing something. You
learned a new technique, and now it is time to move on. Have
a yard sale, post items online, offer things to your sewing and
quilting friends. You can also make donations to local quilt
guilds or to charity.
5. Organize
Now that you’ve streamlined, decide how you’d like to
organize and store your items. The most efficient way is to
divide your studio into stations—designing, cutting, sewing,
pressing—and place items where they will be used.
6. Arrange Your Fabric for Your Own Needs
Perhaps the most challenging part of organizing a quilting or
sewing studio is deciding what to do with your fabric. Think of
how you design and evaluate fabric, and then go from there.
There is no right or wrong way.
7. Protect Your Thread
One of the most overlooked considerations in a sewing or
quilting studio is thread. Proper storage is essential to keep
this vital sewing component in tip-top shape. Thread weakens
with age, mostly due to a lack of humidity. Thread can also
discolor, especially if exposed to sunlight, full-spectrum
lighting, or dust.
Sort your thread by use—sewing, quilting, embroidery—and
then by type, weight, and color. Store your thread near the
appropriate machine, using thread racks, shallow drawers,
closet shelving, baskets and boxes. The best place is actually
in a freezer!
You don’t have to wait for New Years or spring to clean up
your studio—there’s no time like the present.
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REMINDER !!!
Our guild meetings are both fragrance
and latex free. Our meeting room is
used for other uses during the day and
this is a must that we observe this rule.
Also, some of our members have
allergies to one or both. Please ensure
that you do not wear fragrances to our
meetings.
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Ancaster Quilter’s Guild

Programme

Executive

Leslie and I hope that you all well and getting
lots sewing done.

President – Alison McDonald
Vice-President – Janice Haluszka

Our current situation provides the opportunity
to get those UFOs off the shelf and make
some sizeable dents in your stash.

Past President– Jackie Syer
Secretary - Willy Walker

We are in contact with the guest speakers
who have been forced to cancel and are
working to reschedule their visits.

Treasurer – Marlene Reynolds
Membership Secretary – Dianne
Busser & Martha Forbes

Also, we have decided to postpone the
Games Night fund raiser event we had
planned for June. In these uncertain times,
we felt it would be more appropriate to (if
permitted) simply have an evening of
fellowship.

Program Coordinator – Leslie Drake,
Jane Waye

Workshop –Karen Exley, Mary Lou
Pemberton

Take care and Stay home!
Jane and Leslie

Library – Elizabeth Rosser, Mary
Louise Duncan, Trish Murphy

Please see the job description for
Programme. It is essential to the guild.

Block of the Month – Sam Croucher
Social Coordinators – Heather Ritter
& Eva Butty

Comfort Quilts – Cathy Pinelli, Karen
Rienau, Mary Crowe, Colleen Dawson,
Janet Shannon
VON Placemats –Brenda Lupton
Draw Prizes – Joan Barron , Barb

Placemats & Mug Rugs

Gibson
50/50 – Diane Childerly

Thirty-eight placemats and 39 Mug Rugs
were delivered to Ancaster Community Services. Thanks to all who contributed. We
know that the placemats and mug rugs are
greatly appreciated by those who receive
them. Let’s keep this programme the success it has always been.

Webpage/ Advertising/ Newsletter–
Susan Lusted
Greeter –Colleen Dawson

Brenda Lupton
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Ancaster Quilter’s Guild

Membership

Advertising
Advertising rates are as follows: Thank you to all
the advertisers who support our guild. The Ancaster
Quilter’s Guild appreciates your support. .
•

Business Card: $5 per month/ 9 months
+one month free

•

One quarter page: $8 per month/ 9 months +
one month free

•

One half page: $12 per month/ 9 month +
one month free

•

Full Page: $20 per month/ 9 months + one
month free

We hope that you are doing well and are
taking the opportunity to quilt to your heart’s
desire!
Renewal of memberships for the upcoming
Quilting year is currently on hold and will
occur once our Ancaster Quilter’s Guild
meetings resume. When meetings restart the
Ancaster Quilter’s Guild executive will be
able to determine the renewal membership
fee and this information will be
communicated to Guild members. As stated
in the President’s message, the executive
has met once on Zoom and will be meeting
again the night that would have been our
meeting night which is June 17th. We will
keep you updated on this.

Advertisers who sign for the entire year, receive
one month free. Our newsletter is sent out 10
times a year from September to June.

When visiting our advertisers, please let them
know that you saw their ad here.

Have a good summer

Ancaster Quilter’s Guild Advertising Chair
Susan Lusted aqgmembers@outlook.com

Dianne and Martha

Email: aqgmembers@outlook.com

diannebusser@rogers.com

Our Advertisers need your
support at this time. When
appropriate, please support
them.

Executive For 2020-2021
It is time to begin thinking of this. We have a
number of our executive who will be finishing
their terms this year. We have begun to canvas.
We need to fill the following positions.
• Monthly prize draw, 2 persons needed
• Block of the month
• Programme, 2 persons needed for this
• UFO and Workshop also needs 2 persons.
• Vice President is needed also.

Please contact Joanne Beard if you wish to put
your name forth for one of these positions.
Email: beards@cogeco.ca or 289-238-8364.
See attached with this newsletter the Guild Job
Descriptions which have been revised and
clarified.
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Webpage: http://www.ancasterquilters.com/home

WHAT TO BRING TO A MEETING

Caring Cards
Remember to send the
name of members to
whom a caring card
should be sent to
Colleen Dawson

Email: daws@bell.net
Phone: 905 529 1346


Name Tag,



Indoor shoes



Money for UFO/Workshops



Tabs from pop cans



Note that cell phones should be turned off or to vibrate. If
you must answer your phone, please go to the entry hall
to do this.



Show & Share



Coffee cup, Lug a Mug



Money for 50/50 NOTE please try to have toonies and
loonies to pay for this.



Library Books to return



Blocks for Comfort Quilts



Please ensure that you do not wear fragrances to our
meetings

Quilting Fabrics
Notions
Machine Quilting
Block of the Month
Kits

356 Wilson Street East, Ancaster
905-304-0180
thequiltrack@sympatico.ca - www.thequiltrack.ca
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Ancaster Quilter’s Guild

Workshops and UFO Dates

Hello everyone,
Welcome to May! I find myself having UFO
workshops everyday by myself!!!
It’s not as much fun as with my friends!

Let’s hope we can catch up with one another
real soon! Stay safe and keep on Quilting!!!
Mary Lou and Karen
Workshop Coordinators
Workshop is a job that needs a volunteer for the
upcoming year. Please see the job description
attached to this newsletter.
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Canadian Quilters’
Association
https://canadianquilter.com/row-byrow-quilt-along/?
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.

Links for Quilt Guilds

Making A Cutting Table from Ikea Kallux
Cubes

http://www.canadianquilter.com/professionals/
shops.php
Ancaster Modern Quilt Guild
Brant Heritage Quilt Guild
Common Thread Quilt Guild
Dufferin Piecemakers Quilting Guild
Halton Hills Quilters Guild
Halton Quilters Guild
Hamilton Quilters Guild
Kincardine Sunset Quilters’ Guild
London Friendship Quilter’s Guild
Ottawa Valley Quilters Guild
Prince Edward County Quilters Guild

•

This is a cutting table using Ikea Kallux cubes laid on their
side.

•

I have more pictures of it in its stages if you want them.

•

The top is a countertop from Lowes and the wheels are
from Lowes also. It gives you 16 cubbies to store things in
and it’s movable.

Sudbury Quilting and Stitchery Guild
Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild

•

York Heritage Quilters Guild
Stoney Creek Quilters; Guild
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Ancaster Quilter’s Guild

Winnspired Quilting is open for business. I am offering contactless drop offs and pickups.
Also, if you want your beautiful creation quilted for Christmas,
reserve your space now!.

Block of the Month
Hope everyone enjoyed this year’s block of the month. Several participants have contacted
me to let me know that they finished their quilt and are just waiting to have it quilted. They
commented that they enjoyed the pattern and the finished product and are looking forward to
block of the month next year.
As you know I am stepping down and the position for managing Block of the Month. This is a
chance for someone to show off their creative talents or to choose patterns that they would
like to see everyone join in on. Please consider offering your time to organize block of the
month.

Look forward to seeing everyone when the guild is allowed to hold meetings again.
Keeping you in stitches,
Sam Croucher
Block of the Month is a job that needs a volunteer. See the job description attached with the
newsletter.
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Ancaster Quilter’s Guild
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Good news! Kindred Spirits is open for in-person shopping! Be sure to read all about our Safe
Shopping Experience before you visit. Our hours for the next while will be:
Monday - Saturday May 23
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Online ordering and curbside pick-up will continue. It's easy to get what you're looking for!

1. Order your items on our website. We will send you email confirmation when your purchase is ready
for curbside pick up. Curbside pick up is available from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday to Saturday.
Call 905-397-9500 from the parking lot and we'll run the package out to your car. Or, just knock on the
front door and we'll be right there!
2. If you would like something that does not yet appear on our website, please email us at
info@kindredspiritsquiltco.com. We will get back to you to confirm that we have the item in stock and
arrange payment. Not everything in the store is online yet! We are working to add items to our website
as quickly as possible. Thanks for your patience with us; we are doing our best with limited staff.

Thanks again for your support! Be sure to follow us on Facebook so we can keep in touch.
We miss you!
Michelle and Staff

11

Show and Share
See our online Show and Share. You can find it at our Facebook page.
Also, we have an Instagram account. Find us at aqgquilter on Instagram.
Thanks to the following who contributed, Gisela Ball, Mary Crowe, Heide Koehn, Alison
McDonald, Janet Shannon, Barb Gibson, Eva Butty, Lois Hancock.

POP TABS
Pop tabs are still being collected for the purchase of wheel chairs through the Elora
Legion. Jackie Syer is doing the pick up at the AQG monthly meetings.
Donations can be turned in at the Membership Desk.
Thank you for your participation. Jackie Syer
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Library Report
The library will have three new titles for loan:
1. Doodle Quilting. by Cheryl Malkowski
2. Doodle quilting MANIA by Cheryl Malkowski
3. The Quilt Block Cookbook. by Amy Gibson
Wear your name tag and come check out some of our
great books.
Thanks so much
Thanks. See you soon.
Elizabeth Rosser, Mary Louise Duncan, Trish Murphy
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Moda Blockheads 2020 Begins January 15.

Comfort Quilts

•

Moda Blockheads #3 (2020) - A FREE Block of the Week Program!

•

Each week a pattern can be downloaded beginning January 15.

•

You have a choice of block size from 4 inches, 6 inches, 8 inches and
12 inches.

June update for comfort quilts:

•

There is a Moda Blog and a Facebook Group

•

Follow the Moda designers blog's directly; clink on the their name
link: Corey Yoder, Sherri McConnell, Brigitte Heitland, Betsy
Chutchian, Jan Patek, Lisa Bongean, Lissa Alexander, Laurie
Simpson, Vanessa Goertzen, Stacy Iest Hsu, Robin Pickens, Janet
Clare, Jen Kingwell, and Joanna Figueroa.

•

https://bearcreekquiltingcompany.com/moda-blockheads-iii-2020/

Again, another thank-you to those
ladies who continue to make
squares and finish quilt kits during
this stay at home period. Also,
shouts out to the ladies who are
finishing the quilts with lovely
quilting designs. We will have
many beautiful quilts to give to
those in need once we get back to
a new world.

Hello Quilters,

Although an exact count has not
been taken for this guild season,
the guild has generously made
another 200 plus quilts this
year. We will post the exact
number of quilts made in the
September newsletter.
We sincerely appreciate your
impressive efforts during this
unprecedented time. Take care
everyone. Stay healthy and stay
safe.
On May 20th., Heirloom Treasures re-opened for instore retail. As the health and safety of our customers
and staff is of prime importance, we have taken the
steps in the box below: Our hours of operation are:
Wednesday 10 am – 2pm, Thursday and Friday 10 am –
5 pm Saturday 10 am – 2 pm. The Studio will be closed
on the Saturday of all holiday weekends.
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Your Comfort Quilt Team,
Mary Crowe, Colleen Dawson,
Cathy Pinelli, Karen Rienau, Janet
Shannon

